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ainese Seeking
' Removal of Ban-

On Immigration

By IRVING HIMEL

D you know that in the last 30
yonrs only olght Chinase (m-
migrunts were admitted to Canada:
thut Capada s one of the faw re-
maining countries In the world to
discriminate agninst the Chinese In
the matter of Immigration? For a
cauntry that pridos itself on its ds-
moeracy and on lHa friendly stititude
townrds the Chinese people, it ja
hord to understand why we con-
linue to do nothing about our Chi-

nese Immigration Act,
It was In 1833 that the Chinese
Immigration Aet wos first passed.

rl:'p untll that time, it was possible

for Chinose who could pay s hesd
(nx of $800 to gnin sdmission to
Canucu. Nol anly did the Chiness
Immigration Aot pul @ stop to this
practice, but it wenl much further
ind  burred victually all Chinese
from ontering Cannda. The only
Kroups excepled were diplomats and

| thelr servants, merchants, students

nid repairiate Canadian-bam Chi-
iloNe ¢hildren,

OU miuy ask what [s so terrible

nbout that? Try for a moment .
(o put yourself in the place of the
Chinese person. How would yeu
Itke to bo told that, first, under no
circumstances could you enter Can-
ndn unloss you werae elther sttached
1o the diplomotie corps or were s
marghant or sludent?

Socond, that you are the anly peo-
ple 1o whom such Jaw applies; In
elther wards, we prefer poople other
than Chinose in Cunada,

Third, {{ you were married and
hnd  your wife and children in
China," you could not even bring
them Into Canadn to live with you.

Fourth, if you had your mother
nand father, brothers or sisters or
awocthesrt In China, the door to
Canadian entry wns forever closed
io them.

I¥ Il uny wonder that over 58,000
Chinese Cupnudinn resldents havse
regletered lo leave Canada singe
1024; that, according 1o Charles
Woodsworth, an authority on Chi-
nepo-Coanndian affatrs, "Our Chinese
populution ia decreoning at & rapjd
rate?"  Is it any wonder that the
Chinese huve no stomach for otr
Chinese Immigration Act?

A CCORDING to tha 1941 census

figures, there were 30,713 male
Ehlr:mn in Canada, and 3014 femals.
One'need nal be a socjologist to ape
precfinte tha meaning {in human
terme of these figures: a home withe
out n wife nnd family for the aver-
nge Chinese Cnnadian mals; Ilnplml
npportunltios for female eompan-
fonship and nny sort of a satiafac-
tory porsanal lifo,

Buck In tho 1870's, when the first
Chinose sottled hore, we did avery-
thing but shanghal them to some to
Cutinddn, We fod thom on sales talk
of Canndn, the land of milk and
honoy with gold lining the streets,
{0 gol them Lo cross the ocean and
work our mines and construet ou{
rallroads. ‘Then, when somae peaple
tlocided that they had servéd thair
purposs, the Chiness Immigration
Act was concelved followiing an
Amuoriean ' procedent~to keyp .the
Chinesa oul. . :

the ¢redit of our neighbors to

tho south, 1t should nt Jeast be
suld that Congress in 1044, recogniz«
ing thot an injustico had been done,
reponled tho American Chiness Ex-
cluslon Act, We, however, still
cling to what Prime Minlster King
has ndmlitted in the House of Com-
mons was o mistoke™
That ‘we are clinging to It to our
detriment Is borne out by these
words of Dr. Woodswarth in his
recent study of “Canada and the
Orient”: "To {pke advantage of
[uture developments, Canada should
nl the carliest convenient moment
propore the bLasls for an increased
share of the Oriental market, in
purticular the Chinese market. Two
gleps nre of real Importance. In
the first pluce, the Dominion should
remove the resentment caused by
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1823."
As labor and legion groups in the
Unjted States urged the rcpeal of
thoe Amerlean Chinese Exclusion
Act, go, It may be assumed, similar
groups favor the repoal of our Chi-
neso exclusion Jow. Let |t be re-
membered thot during the war the
Chinese Canadiana furnished an en-
tire company of men for Canada's
nrmaod forces.

PEAKING In the House of Com-
mone on QOclober 27. 1043, Rt
Ilon, Mnckenzle King used these
words: “"May 1 say that ] believe
lhe people of Cunada realize that
wa have had no more gallang ally
thot we have had in the Chinese,
that the sacriflces which the peo~
ple of China have made in th¢ past
soven years have boan an immense
contribution to the socurity of this
entire continent.”

It is particularly revealing that
about the same time, the hesd of
another nation, in the person of the
late President Roosevelt, addressad
Congress on the subject of the
Chinese. He urpged action: *China’s
resistance does not depend alone on
guns ind plances and on attacks on
Innel, on the sea und from the air.
It ix based os much on the spirit of
hor people nnd her faith In her
allfog. We owe It ta the Chinese
to strengthen that faith. One step
in this direction Is to wipe f{rom
{the statute books those anachron-
fsms in our law which forbid the

¢, | Immigration of Chincse people into

this country and which bar Chinese
residents from American citizen.
ship.”

The Chinese people, and surely
justice-loving Caonadians as well,
look forward lo the coming session
of parllament and actlon from Mr,

King.
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